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Philadelphia, July rrth, 1887. 


REV. ANDREW Р. HEFFERN, 
Rector of Trinity Church, Southwark. 
Rev. and Dear Sir: 

Your very tnteresting sermon preached yesterday 
morning, in connection with the dedication of the new 
Altar, Reredos and Credence, erected by a former par- 
eshoner as a memorial of the Rev. William Cooper Mead, 
D. D., Dr. Joseph Klapp and Peter Williamson, Esq., all 
connected at one time with our venerable Church, deserves 
to be put in an enduring form, and on behalf of the Vestry 
of Trinity Church, Southwark, we respectfully ask for a 
copy of the same for publication. 


Yours, Very Respectfully, 


CHAS. М. PETERSON, 


JOSEPH И. FLICKWIR, 
JOS. WAGNER, Wardens. 
Secretary. 


| Sermon. 


THEREFORE ARE THEY BEFORE THE THRONE OF Сор, 
AND SERVE HIM DAY AND NIGHT IN HIS TEMPLE.— 
Revelation VII; 15. 


words are in answer to the angelic speaker’s own 

question: ‘‘What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes, and whence came they?’’ The Apostle 
knew only that they were a great multitude, which no 
man could number; and that as they carried the victor’s 
palm in their hands they sang ‘‘Salvation to our God,” 
while the Angel Host knelt to say their most solemn 
Amen. St. John appeals to the Elder who has questioned 
him, to be informed of their history, of their heavenly 
occupation and of their eternal future: “біг, thou 
knowest!’’? “Апа he said unto me, These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve 
Him day and night in His temple, and He that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe 


away all tears from their eyes.” 
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It is in the conviction that this already innumerable 
multitude has been increased by the admission into it of a 
former priest, of a former warden and of a former parish- 
oner and vestryman of this Church, that we to-day dedi- 
cate to the Glory of God and in holy memory of the resting 
dead, this Credence, this Altar and this Reredos. We 
have placed these memorials in the Holy Place or Sanct- 
uary of this earthly Temple of God, because we believe 
that they whose names are inscribed on them, are now 
before the heavenly throne of God and are still serving 
Him day and night in His eternal temple. 

Before speaking however of the uses and functions of 
these memorials, it may be well, my Brethren, to recall 
the true character of a christian sanctuary and of a 
christian church building. Both of them are holy places, 
simply because they are not only images of Heaven, but 
also actual realizations of Heaven. The church gate 
shuts out the cares, the toils and the sins of earth; the 
church walls shut out the atmosphere and scenes of earth. 
Within, is the all-holy presence of God; and the only 
occupation of those who enter, is to serve God with body, 
mind and heart. Heaven consists precisely of these three 
things which may be found in every christian church: 
separation from all that defileth, the recognized presence 
of God and men’s service of Him, which is Heaven’s 
perfect freedom and felicity. And the resemblance 
between the heavenly and earthly temples of God is still 
closer by reason of the separation of one part of the holy 
church building as the sanctuary, or the especial holy 
place. The all-holy central point of Heaven is the 
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throne of God; the holy place of a christian church is the 
altar throne of the Holy Communion. ‘The sanctity in 
each case results from the real presence of God; and ‘to 
assert this sanctity of His earthly thrones, He has estab- 
lished this law for their reverent adornment: ‘The glory 
of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree 
and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanc- 
tuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.” 

Under this law of reverence and beauty, it is evident 
that the first requirement in the celebration of the sacra- 
ment of God’s presence in His sanctuary, is a Credence on 
which may be placed the vessels and elements to be used 
in the Holy Eucharist. ‘The Church as a whole has never 
permitted, and our own Church by custom, rubric and 
canon expressly forbids anything to be placed upon 
Christ’s altar except the Book of the Gospels, the Sac- 
ramental Body and Blood of Christ and the elements of 
Bread and Wine brought thither for their immediate con- 
secration. ‘The altar might enclose, as it did in early and 
medizeval times, the body or relics of a martyr or saint ог 
bishop; but none of these was ever allowed to rest upon the 
altar. Reverence however demanded that the vessels and 
elements, in view of the sacred uses to which they should 
be devoted, should have a worthy resting place until they 
were placed upon the altar for consecration.. Hence in 
Western Europe and in America, the Credence; hence this 
Credence, which is at the same time a memorial of Dr. 
Joseph Klapp. 

It forms evidently but a small part of the christian 
sanctuary at the present day; yet it is possible that in gen- 
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erations to come the Credence may regain the prominence 
it possessed in the early Church, and still possesses in 
the Churches of Greek and Eastern Christendom. A re- 
minder of its former dignity is given in the simple placing 
of the vessels and elements upon the altar, while the 
congregation rises in reverence. This is the only sur- 
viving remnant of a symbolism of great magnificence in 
the centuries when the Credence was an entire chapel 
adjoining the sanctuary, whence was brought first the 
Word of God, and whence at the offertory proceeded the 
‘greater entrance” of the elements. Тһе thought under- 
lying this reverent treatment of the unconsecrated ele- 
ments was their larger conception of the Holy Communion. 
We find in that sacrament, owing to our relation to the 
Roman Church, above all else and almost to the exclusion 
of everything else, a symbolism of our Redeemer’s death 
and a memorial of His atonement. The early christian 


Church however recognized in the Holy Communion a 


sacrament and а sacred symbolism of our blessed Lord’s 
Incarnation; of His taking human nature upon Him; of 
His dwelling among men; and of His atonement and of 
His salvation of mankind as a result of this Incarnation. 
The Church of Rome is disposed to limit the joyous 
Eucharist to a representation of Christ’s passion and death; 
our own Church, in common with the Eastern Churches of 
to-day, and with the Apostolic Churches, celebrates in the 
Holy Communion Christ’s entire life, representing and 
pleading His death as the perfect expression of His life- 
work for mankind. In this broader conception the Cre- 
dence reminds christians of their incarnate Lord’s patient 
waiting in Nazareth, until His Father called Him to the 
altar of the Cross. 
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The altar of Christ is His earthly throne, calling forth 
all that is reverent in our nature. Blessing bread and 
wine in Christ’s name and invoking God the Holy Ghost 
to sanctify them to be the body and blood of our dear 
Lord, we kneel here at this shrine in the presence of the 
King of Heaven. 

This new altar has been placed here first of all to 
glorify God; to beautify the place of His sanctuary; to 
provide a shrine as worthy as human art could make it of 
the sacred christian Mysteries and. of the sacramental 
presence of the God incarnate. 

It is farther erected in blessed memory of the Rev. William 
Cooper Mead, D. D., Rector of this Church from 1826 to 
1836. 

Its central carved panel bears the monogram of JESUS 
and His Standard of the Cross, which dedicates it to the 
pleading before God of the Sacrifice of the Cross, and to 
the preaching unto men of the pardon of the precious blood 
shed upon the Cross of Calvary. 

The panel at the gospel side bears the Mitre, the 
Crown of Christ’s Apostles and of their Episcopal suc- 
cessors. It is the seal of apostolical authority and of per- 
mission to celebrate the Holy Sacrament, which the 
Redeemer transmitted to the apostles when He said, ‘‘Do 
this in remembrance of. Me.” 

The panel at the epistle side presents the symbols 
of the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven crossed over the 
pastoral staff. They speak to us of the definite blessings 
we receive from the Holy Communion. They assure us 
that under the guiding rod and staff of the Good Shepherd 
we shall evermore be led to green pastures and to living 
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fountains of water, even the spiritual food of the most 
precious body and blood of Christ; and that we shall be 
admitted in the mystical communion of the Good Shep- 
herd’s flock into the everlasting fold of Heaven, by Him 
who has the keys not only of death and hell, but also and 
far better, of the gate of eternal life. 

To protect, to beautify and to hallow the altar throne 
of Christ, we have placed above it this Reredos in memory 
of Mr. Peter Williamson, who, as Warden of this Church 
for seventeen years, devoted his untiring energies to pro- 
tecting, adorning, enlarging and hallowing this Sanctuary 
of his heavenly Master. 

Above, beneath and at the side of our Redeemer’s 
earthly throne stand the beautiful memorials of these three 
friends who were united in their earthly life and are now 
knit together in their heavenly fellowship as they stand 
before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in 
His temple. ‘They are memorials not only of the individ- 
uals whose names they will present to many generations, 
but together they form a sacred monument of a remarkable 
friendship; a friendship lifelong because growing out of 
the religious interest they had in each other. They are, 
too, memorials which bind us to the past. Although one 
of the persons commemorated fell asleep but a year ago, 
and another awoke into eternal life hardly eight years ago, 
yet all of them were born in the last century; were 
educated and influenced and developed by the men who 
had fought in the American Revolution, framed our 
National and State Constitutions aud organized our 
Dioceses. They all had reached maturity before the 
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battle of Waterloo. Two of them being residents of 
Southwark and Churchmen, were doubtless at the laying 
of the corner-stone of the Church, one being already 
twenty-six years old and the other thirty-eight. 

It is, Brethren, a singular testimony to the worth of 
Dr. Joseph Klapp, Sr., that forty-three years after his body 
was brought to rest in our Church-yard, his memory 
should be honored and his name permanently inscribed in 
the most sacred portion of this his parish Church. 
_ He was born in the State of New York on December 
7th, 1783, being a descendant of Dr. Gillson Klapp, a 
London physician of Italian descent, who is remembered 
for his twenty years travels in Oriental countries and who 
came to America in 1667. Dr. Joseph Klapp was sent by 
his guardian, General Stephen Van Rensalaer to Philadel- 
phia to study medicine with Dr. Rush. So rapid was his 
progress that he was elected a member of the Medical 
Society of Philadelphia more than a year before he was 
graduated by the University of Pennsylvania. His profes- 
sional career was peculiarly brilliant. Besides lecturing 
in the Medical Colleges, and besides his duties as physician 
of the Philadelphia Hospital, he seems to have engrossed 
at one period the greater part of the medical practice of 
Southwark and of the southern portion of the old City. 
There are still some among us who can recall not alone 
his skill but his courtly manners and the sincere and 
charming politeness of the old school of gentlemen. His 
relation to Dr. Mead may be inferred from an entry on our 
parish register which states that Dr. Klapp, his wife, two 
of his adult children and four younger children were bap- 
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tized by Dr. Mead on the night of Good Friday, April 
2oth, 1832. Anyone acquainted with Southwark knows of 
the brotherly friendship of Dr. Klapp and Mr. Williamson. 
The suddenness of his death, while it shocked the city, 
called forth exceptional tokens of public esteem and 
sorrow. While present in one of our Courts of Justice as a 
witness, he was seized with angina pectoris, and died 
almost instantly as he was carried to the steps of our State 
House. ‘The Court was adjourned as a mark of respect for 
so distinguished a citizen. 

Dr. Mead, born in 1795 at Greenwich, Connecticut, 
of a New York City family, won an even greater promin- 
ence as a public man, and as the leader during fifteen con- 
secutive triennial conventions of the House of Clerical and 
Lay Deputies. Made a Deacon in 1824 by Bishop Croes 
at Christ Church, New Brunswick, N. J., and ordered 
Priest by Bishop Hobart the following year in old Trinity 
Church, New York City, he ministered for two years at 
various points on the Hudson river near Tarrytown, and 
for a few months at Christ Church, Reading, Penna., 
becoming Rector of this Church on October 26th, 1826, 
and resigning in June, 1836, to enter upon his last pastor- 
ate of forty-three years in N orwalk, Conn., where he suc-- 
ceeded Dr. Jackson Kemper, our first missionary Bishop to 
the Northwest. His character, his pastoral work, his 
work forthe Diocese and for the General Convention, his 
influence in framing our church laws and in shaping the 
policy of the American Church, demand a whole volume; 
and one of his dearest friends has erected here an altar as 
a testimony of his unsullied life and of his steadfastness in 
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the faith. І сап at this time only intimate the story of his 
life-work in the Master’s service by stating that while 
Rector here he was the confidential friend of Bishop Wil- 
liam White; that in the second year of his ministry in this 
Diocese he was elected a member of the Standing Com- 
mittee; that in 1832 he was chosen as a representative of 
the Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania to the General Con- 
vention, and was especially prominent at that time in pre- 
paring the Selection of psalms and hymns which we used 
before the introduction of our present hymnal; that for 
forty-two years he continued to be a delegate to the Gen- 
eral Convention and from 1853 to his retirement from the 
position in 1874, he was chairman of the Committee of 
Canons—perhaps the most honorable office in the gift of the 
Convention; for forty years he was a member of the Stand- 
ing Committee either of Pennsylvania or Connecticut, and 
for twenty-one years was President of the Connecticut 
Committee; for fourteen years he was a Trustee of Berkeley 
Divinity School; for forty years a Trustee of Trinity Col- 
lege, Hartford, and for fifty years was Trustee of the Gen- 
eral Theological Seminary at New York City. His eye 
was not dim nor his natural force abated, up to the last 
day of his four score and four years. On July 17th, 1879, 
he preceded us into the peace of God to receive the crown 
of righteousness which is laid up for those who have kept 
the faith. 

I do not presume to pass judgment upon such a man. 
But listen to Bishop Williams. ‘‘Dr. William Cooper 
Mead was a man of strong convictions and unshaken pur- 
poses; loyal and true hearted, open and transparent as the 
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day; quick and ready in discussion, a very Rupert in 
debate. So men knew him in the Councils of the Church. 
They who knew of his inner life, knew of a heart as tender 
as a woman’s, a devoutness that was deep and real, and an 
unselfishness that was most marked.”’ 

Here upon the very spot from which he preached the 
gospel of Christ, is erected an altar of Christ in his 
memory. Here, sixty years after he began his ministry in 
this district, you who have heard him plead in the name 
of Jesus, you who have been admitted by him to the 
regenerate life in Baptism, can henceforth kneel to thank 
God for his holy example and to pray for grace to follow 
the holy doctrine which he taught. 

Born in the same year as Dr. Mead, Mr. Peter Wil- 
liamson tarried among us until March 6th, 1886. Although 
he was in no public profession, yet from his long residence 
in this section, from his business career and from his sev- 
enteen years Wardenship of this parish, he is no doubt 
more intimately known and more distinctly remembered 
than either of his friends. Of his private character we can 
say in an apostle’s words that he led a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. In connection with his 
public life, I need not speak to you of his energy, of his 
absolute integrity, of the unquestioning confidence of the 
community in his abilities and fidelity, or of the positions 
of honor.and of trust to which a great society called him 
for more than a half-century. Of his religious life, he 
himself would tell you how much gratitude he owed to 
Dr. Joseph Klapp for bringing him under the influence 
and into the friendship of Dr. Mead. Of his parochial 
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life, it is permissible in this pulpit to speak more freely. 
A few months before Dr. Mead removed to Connecticut, 
Mr. Williamson was elected to succeed Captain Arthur 
Stotesbury as Vestryman, March 3rd, 1836; for twenty 
years following he was a member of the Vestry, was three 
and a half years its Secretary and for the whole period its 
delegate in the Diocesan Convention. From October 7th, 
1839, when he succeeded Richard Palmer, Esq., until 
November 6th, 1856, he was the Acting Warden. 

No one will demur to the statement that during those 
seventeen years, which were the most prosperous in the 
history of our parish, he was the active, enterprising, pro- 
gressive and master-mind in the parochial administration. 
He reorganized the finances of the Church; he spent 
months of effort in enlarging and enclosing our ClHurch- 
yard; it was under his Wardenship that the present 
Sunday School buildings were erected; that the unsightly 
stoves were removed from the Church and the furnace 
built which is still in use; that a new ceiling was put in 
the Church, a new organ, a new sanctuary, entirely new 
interior decorations and painting, a new vestibule, stair- 
ways, and that a new front to the Church was added. A 
newspaper in 1847 states that before these alterations were 
commenced, ‘‘this Church was a plain unsightly mass of 
bricks and mortar, looking on the outside very like a barn 
and inside like anything but a Church,” What he left it 
thirty years ago, it is to-day in all essential features, save 
the Sanctuary, which is henceforth a memorial of himself 
and of his two most cherished friends. 
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I must not detain you longer, my dear Brethren, save 
to remind you of the debt we owe to former parishioners 
for bequeathing to us this Temple in which to praise and 


to serve Christ, and not least of the special gratitude due 


to the Offerer of these beautiful means for our more solemn 
worship of the Redeemer; to remind you that since hence- 
forth our spiritual life will be nourished from this new 
Holy Table, we need in this Celebration to dedicate our- 
selves anew to seeking the grace which Jesus offers us in 
His sacrament, and to pray that richer blessings will 
follow our more earnest preparation, our more reverent 
worship and our more frequent Communions. 

Nor may we forget in this hour that heavenly rest 
into which these commemorated servants of God have 
entered. The text has told us that their rest is to serve 
God day and night in His Temple. That service is perfect 
spiritual freedom, in which they escape the slavery of the 
world and the slavery of self; that service is the accom- 
plishment of real results that will endure throughout the 
eternities; that service is the sharing of the Divine work 
of God and in particular of Christ’s service of His Father. 
Its blessedness is unceasing, since it is continued day and 
night; and infinite because’ it is performed in the very 
presence of God upon His throne, forever fulfilling the 
promise of His Incarnate Son. “If any man serve Ме, 
him will My Father honor.” 
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